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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Amendment received 02/28/2005 has been entered. Claims 1-21 are 
cancelled. Claims 22-31 are newly added. 

2. Claims 22-31 are presented for examination. 

Priority 

3. This application claims benefit of application 09/699,329 (10/31/2000) and 
application 09/699,353 (10/31/2000). 

4. The effective filing date for the subject matter defined in the pending claims 
which has support in parent applications 09/699,329 and 09/699,353 in this 
application is 10/31/2000. Any new subject mater defined in the claims not previously 
disclosed in parent application 09/699,329 and 09/699,353, is entitled to the effective 
filing date of 04/20/2001. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 
that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in 
the United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international 
application by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 
371(c) of this title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

6. Claims 22-31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Suzuki et al. (U.S. Patent Number 6,816,964), hereinafter referred to as Suzuki. 

7. Regarding claim 22, Suzuki disclosed a method for executing commands on a 
remote device (Title, Abstract, Figures 1, 4-5), comprising the following steps: 
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creating a queue containing a sequence of commands to be executed on the remote 
device (Abstract, Figure 1 sign 11, Figures 5 & 7, column 6 lines 60-65); sequentially 
providing the commands in the queue to an agent running on the remote device for 
execution (Figure 1 sign 12, Figure 5 sign 12, column 6 lines 60-65); initiating a 
reboot process on the remote device (Figure 4 signs S6, S8, S10, Figure 5) ; placing 
the queue in a reboot status in response to the initiation of the reboot process (Figure 
5, column 7 lines 2-9, lines 23-34, column 8 lines 38-45); detecting the completion of 
the reboot process at the remote device (column 8 lines 46-53); removing the queue 
from reboot status in response to said detection and checking the queue to 
determine if any commands in the sequence have not yet been completed (Figure 4, 
column 8 lines 25-53, column 9 lines 8-12); and resuming the step of sequentially 
providing commands in the queue to the agent if uncompleted commands are 
determined to be present in the queue (Figures 4-5, column 8 lines 25-53). 

8. Regarding claim 23, Suzuki disclosed a method wherein said command queue 
is stored in a database that is remote from said device (Figure 1 sign 1 1 , Figures 5 & 
7, column 2 lines 32-50, column 3 lines 25-29). 

9. Regarding claim 24, Suzuki disclosed a method wherein said reboot process 
is initiated by transmitting a reboot command from a central location to said agent on 
the remote device (Figure 5, column 2 lines 38-50). 

10. Regarding claim 25, Suzuki disclosed a method wherein said queue is placed 
in said reboot status in response to receipt of a message from the agent on the 
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remote device indicating that the reboot process is in progress (Figure 5, column 5 
lines 53-63). 

11. Regarding claim 26, Suzuki disclosed a method wherein said agent opens a 
new communication session with said central location to transmit said message 
(column 8 lines 19-24). 

12. Regarding claim 27, Suzuki disclosed a method wherein said new 
communication session comprises opening a socket connection (Figures 4-5, column 
8 lines 19-24). Examiner takes Official Notice (see MPEP § 2144.03) that " secure 
socket" in a computer networking environment was well known in the art at the time 
the invention was made (refer to the prior art listing in the conclusion section and 
PTO-892 specifically reference Frailong et al. (U.S. Patent Number 6,012,100) titled 
"System and Method of Configuring a Remotely Managed Secure Network 
Interface"). The Applicant is entitled to traverse any/all official notice taken in this 
action according to MPEP § 2144.03. However, MPEP § 2144.03 further states "See 
also In re Boon, 439 F.2d 724, 169 USPQ 231 (CCPA 1971) (a challenge to the 
taking of judicial notice must contain adequate information or argument to create on 
its face a reasonable doubt regarding the circumstances justifying the judicial 
notice)." Specifically, In re Boon, 169 USPQ 231, 234 states "as we held in Ahlert, 
an applicant must be given the opportunity to challenge either the correctness of the 
fact asserted or the notoriety or repute of the reference cited in support of the 
assertion. We did not mean to imply by this statement that a bald challenge, with 
nothing more, would be all that was needed". Further note that 37 CFR § 1.671(c)(3) 
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states "Judicial notice means official notice". Thus, a traversal by the Applicant that 
is merely "a bald challenge, with nothing more" will be given very little weight. 

13. Regarding claim 28, Suzuki disclosed a method wherein the completion of the 
reboot process is detected by receipt of a message from the agent on the remote 
device (Figures 4-5, column 8 lines 38-53). 

14. Regarding claim 29, Suzuki disclosed a method wherein the step of 
sequentially providing commands to the agent comprises the steps of: retrieving a 
command from the queue and transmitting said command to the agent; receiving a 
message from the agent reporting the results of the execution of the command; and 
retrieving the next command from the queue in response to receipt of said message 
and transmitting it to the agent (Figures 1, 4-5, and 7, column 7 lines 2-9, column 8 
lines 54-60, column 9 line 61-column 10 line 8, column 10 lines 11-33). 

15. Regarding claim 30, Suzuki disclosed a method further including the step of 
updating the status of the queue to indicate the command that has been most 
recently transmitted to the agent for execution (Figure 4, column 9 lines 26-30, 
column 10 lines 21-33). 

16. Regarding claim 31, Suzuki disclosed a method said sequence of commands 
cause the agent to install and configure software on the remote device (Abstract, 
Figure 5, column 8 lines 25-53) . 

17. Since all the limitations of the claimed invention were disclosed by Suzuki, 
claims 22-31 are rejected. 
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Response to Arguments 

18. Applicants arguments with respect to claims 22-31 have been considered but 
are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

19. As the rejection reads, Examiner asserts that the combination of these 
teachings render the claimed invention obvious. 

Conclusion 

20. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented 
in this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire 
THREE MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is 
filed within TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory 
action is not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory 
period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action 
is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from 
the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period 
for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

21 . The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

a. Frailong et al. (U.S. Patent Number 6,012,100) titled "System and 
method of configuring a remotely managed secure network interface" 
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disclosed a security framework wherein the trust relationship established 
between the gateway interface device and the remote management server is 
implemented through a comprehensive security framework provided by 
authentication and encryption mechanisms. Except for the initial configuration 
process, which is performed over a direct phone line, all communications 
between the gateway and the remote management server are protected by the 
Secure Sockets Layer (SSL) protocol. SSL supports the upgrade, 
reconfiguration, and diagnostic protocols. 

b. Shirey ("Internet Security Glossary" RFC 2828) disclosed Secure 
Sockets Layer (SSL): An Internet protocol that uses connection-oriented end- 
to-end encryption to provide data confidentiality service and data integrity 
service for traffic between a client and a server, and that can optionally provide 
peer entity authentication between the client and the server. SSL is layered 
below HTTP and above a reliable transport protocol. SSL is independent of 
the application it encapsulates, and any higher level protocol can layer on top 
of SSL transparently. SSL has two layers: SSL's lower layer, the SSL Record 
Protocol, is layered on top of the transport protocol and encapsulates higher 
level protocols. One such encapsulated protocol is SSL Handshake Protocol. 
SSL's upper layer provides asymmetric cryptography for server authentication 
(verifying the server's identity to the client and optional client authentication 
(verifying the client's identity to the server), and also enables them to negotiate 
a symmetric encryption algorithm and secret session key (to use for data 
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confidentiality) before the application protocol transmits or. receives data. A 
keyed hash provides data integrity service for encapsulated data, 
c. Baskey et al. (U.S. Patent Number 6,732,269) titled "Methods, systems 
and computer program products for enhanced security identity utilizing an SSL 
proxy" disclosed methods, systems and computer program products are 
provided which communicate between client applications and a transaction 
server by establishing a persistent secure connection between the transaction 
server and a Secure Socket Layer (SSL) proxy server. A first session specific 
SSL connection, different from the persistent secure connection, is also 
established between a first client application and the SSL proxy server. 
22. Refer to the enclosed PTO-892 for details. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tarn (Jenny) Phan whose telephone number is (571) 
272-3930. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9:00-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, David A. Wiley can be reached on (571) 272-3923. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned 
is 703-872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 
305-3900. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. 
Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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